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Looking ‘64 & ‘65: 
 
   Remember that, starting with Grant’s overland campaigns of 1864, soldiers in the Army of the Potomac spent 
most of their time active campaigning, of constant movement and temporary camps … and losing their 
knapsacks during the last battle drove the troops to only carry the essentials to get to the field of battle.  That 
meant that staying warm & dry became the essential along with their leathers. 
 
 
In April 1865 things broke lose at Five Forks then the Break-out. Please note the state of the Union guards and 
Confederate prisoners below: Union - still neatly outfitted; prisoners – almost all fairly well supplied and 
blanket rolls over right shoulder.   
The photo below is in reference to the text above but is reversed from original… Refer to the actual below it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you can now see, the canteens are properly on the left side of prisoners and the Union guard on extreme left 
of image, is in the proper position of ‘in place rest’ with musket barrel leaning towards his left shoulder.  This 
establishes the blanket roll was worn on the left shoulder at least on the march, but perhaps not in battle. 
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BLANKET ROLL 
 
Truly active campaigning of constant movement and temporary camps … and losing their knapsacks during the 
last battle drove the troops to only carry the essentials to get to the field of battle.  That meant that staying warm 
& dry became the essential along with their leathers. 
Preferably on the right shoulder so it doesn't get in the way of Shoulder or Support Arms, and does not obstruct 
the cartridge box. If rolled correctly, there should be no bulk on the top of the right shoulder that will get in the 
way of firing. Tied behind the left hip, loose enough not to be restrictive, but tight enough not to fall loose or 
swing when moving.  Of the two halves, the larger or heavier "bag" should be in the back. 
 
1. Lay your blanket open on the ground. 
2. Fold any clothing to be carried flat and lay them on the blanket, side by side, on one half of the blanket, 
between the end stripe and 5 or 6 inches from the center of the length of the blanket. 
3. Place small items on the other half of the blanket near the end stripe, making a long, thin, evenly distributed 
pile with the largest, heaviest and bulkiest items nearer to the end stripe, and the smaller, lighter items toward 
the center. Remember that the ends of the blanket will be "down" and the center of the blanket will be "up", so 
any containers should have their tops facing the center of the blanket. Making little packages or draw-string 
bags to put things in will make this packing, as well as knapsack packing, a lot easier  You will not have a large 
number of loose, small items falling about. 
4. If the shelter half is to be carried, fold it so that it fits on the blanket between the end stripe and 5 or 6 inches 
from the center, and is as wide as the blanket. Place it down first with the clothing on top (some clothing may be 
put on the small-items side of the blanket to reduce the bulk of the shelter half/clothing side when the blanket is 
rolled up). 
5. If the gum blanket is also to be carried, it can be placed on the small-items side folded in the same manner as 
the shelter half. If rain is a possibility, it can be rolled over the blanket AFTER the blanket is rolled up but not 
tied to or with the blanket. This makes it easy 
to take off and place over the shoulders as a 
rain coat if necessary At any rate, your 
blanket and its contents will stay dry. Don't 
spread the shelter half or gum blanket flat on 
the blanket and roll them with the blanket, 
because the bulk at the shoulder will be too 
much to handle. 
6. The shelter half and gum blanket should 
not extend beyond the far edge of the blanket 
so when it is rolled up they will stick out. 
7. Try to make the loads on both sides as even 
as possible, but it is not necessary. If the loads 
are of different sizes, the larger "bag" will be 
carried in back to keep it out of the way. It 
may even be more convenient for you to 
make one side larger than the other so the bag 
in front is not so bulky that it gets in your 
way Some experimentation may be necessary 
to find what is more comfortable for you. It 
needs to be tried several times, learning new 
lessons from each experiment. 
8. Roll up your blanket from the edge where 
the items are stored 
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9. Fold the blanket in half bringing the two ends with the stripes together with the raw edge on the inside to 
keep it from fraying and snagging any movements. 
10. Tie the ends together at the stripe. Tie one end tightly, then run the cord to the other end and tie it tightly 
also. The tie should be high enough and tight enough that it will not slip out when carried.  The two ends need 
not be held tightly together. The larger the loads within the blanket, or the greater the bulk the blanket has to get 
around, the more space you will have to leave between the ends. Your extra shoe laces are excellent for this job, 
and will not require obtaining anything more than you already have on hand. 
11. Do not tie the center where the blanket will rest on your shoulder. It will cause a bulging at exactly the spot 
where it should be flat. Other ties may be made at the tops of each "bag" if desired, but remember that the more 
ties, the more difficult it will be to get inside 
12. During rest stops, the blanket roll can be thrown against a tree or placed under the head as a pillow. 
Remember that the more "veteran" a soldier became, the less he felt he needed to sustain himself in the field. 
Blanket rolls are meant to be convenient and should never be so bulky as to obstruct movement or be a burden. 

Blanket Roll Essentials 

While on campaign, it is apparent that "all that regulation stuff" was not essential part of your kit... it became 
staying warm & dry. 

Personal hygiene:  
1) Soap & hand towel (don't need a big towel, just enough to dry your face and hands);  
2) Toothbrush (Tooth Powder, if you feel it is necessary) 

Weapons maintenance:  
1) Tompion (the "stopper" mentioned above).  
2) Musket Tool ("Each soldier should have a screw-driver and a wiper (a worm)")  
3) Vent Pick, and, at the very least, each NCO should have a Ball-Puller as part of his kit.  

Clothing:  
1) Spare shirt & socks; 
2) Housewife Kit (it should include needles, thread, shirt buttons, extra brass uniform buttons, a piece of leather 
or a thimble for pushing the needle, and possibly scissors (a pocket knife will serve)). 

 
Source material written by S. Hanson, Capt. Compiled & Edited by R. Johnson 

2nd US Inf, Sykes' Regulars, National Regiment 


