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{J.S. Civil War Paper Musket Cartridge

Construction for the Living Historian
National Regiment School of Instruction

Gettysburg, PA February 21, 2026
Presented by Chris Sedlak, Lieut.

the Iron City Guards

Mission - Fill an Army of the Potomac cartridge box with authentic ammo.

Facts: During the war, the Norlh alone produced or acquired over I BILLION rounds of small arms
cartridges"
It is estimated that over 7 million small arms rounds total were expended just at Gettysburg.

Allegheny Arsenal in Pittsburgh, pA
Mostly young women and boys working.
Same day as the battle of Antietam (911711862) - Huge explosion - 78 killed - 54 NEVER identified.
10 hour work days. Supposed to produce 2,000 carlridge iubes a day (g00 rounds?)

1855 Cartridge - short powder tube, card cylinder
St. Louis cartridge style * just shor-t powder tube
1861 Cartridg. - double tube

.69 Buck and Ball

Blanks 1861 wentto 75 grains!
"Fake" authentic blanks... vs, (use cotton balls or TP) (black paper sprayed dsilver paint?)
Ml855 Regulation Blank

Williams cleaners? - see discussion in handout!

Bundles - .69's special colors, cord?
Labels - Printed directly on wrapper, mostly disappear by 1g62 except st. Louis

cap tubes - Yellow? Twist on both encls? .54 former per regs.

Supplies -
Paper - painters masking paper, Manual talks of No.l, No. 2 and.No. 3.
string * Barbour's flax sinew or crochet thread, red/white. blue/white
Black, Red, Green. Blue papers - Astrobrights copy paper

Mlliams (blue, red, bufi white?) .69 Bali _ br.., wrapper

Trapezoids

Formers
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'[1v6 1iis11,5 ol'r,vhat tl, e presenter reiers to as "the Pittsburgh I ioard""
-l'his arnrlunition crate was lound in Pittsburgh in the early 2Otr' ce11tury by some constmctiolt \\rorkers.
While inthe proccss o1-lhrow'ittg tire c;rrtridges in tlrc llre to get thenr to "pop" and ripping them open
lbr thc pou'dcr. a supcrr,isor sec:ured thcse last 75 or so cafiridges and tubcs olcaps with the antmo
cr"ate .

it is trorv on display iu tire IIeinz ilislory Center in Pittsbulgh. IA in the Allegheny Arsenal exlribit.
I provicle it to show tlre dift'cr:errces and similaritics ol-cartridges that r.vere in thc same crate presLrmably
and possiblv cven made by the sarnc rverrkerll'l'l
You can get a high resolulion imagc b5, just Googling "lleinz History'Ccnter civil r.var cartriclges.'"cartriclges.
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Abovc. the only u'ooden "br,rndlir-rg block" that the presenter is ar,vare of stili in cxistence;
ii'om Alleghen,v Arseual ancl preservect b1'- the tlescendants o{'thc origilal user. Sarah lv{illbach.
'[-lre paper tubes to the lclt arc a]so those picturccl below and r.vere personally created by your
presentqr in the earil' 2000's lor: the Heiuz Historl' Center. Alleghcnv Arsenal exhibit.
Ilctns arc still on cxhibit nl 1he Ileinz Histon,Center in Pittsbur{rh" PA.

page 3



,SO A Rr;urtd Ruil ro Rintfire

MUSKET OR RIFLE BLANKS

Only one blank cartridgc wn"s tisted in thc tg6l
Orrlrtortce Mraurul and it. wir-s intended for lhe "Musket
and Riflc, 18-55. The prescribcrl prowclcr charge was
60 grains ancl thcy were to hc packc<l in boxes of 2,[Xil.
Accorcling Lo iltc Ordnaru:e Marunl'.

I] I,ANK (]AI{TII I IXJI]S
Mrrrrru.rr^s"--No" 2 paperl pas{e: ptwdcr.
Cut lhc papr irrt.o trzqrezoids as for ball-car-

trirlgcs; roll the traprczoid on the former, one tum:
fokl duwn this much of the papcr on the hcatl of thc
{onler wilh thc lcft ha_nd; roll the rest of the papr;
1-okl d<lwn Lhc rcst of t-he paper; {ouch the tokl with a
littls pilstr- un thc l'ingcr; prcss drc end ol'tlre lbnner
on a hall ilnbcddctl in the table ftrr thc purposc; re-
nrovo l1tc cylinderr froln the fbrmer; placc it in a hox
to drv.

Irill the cylindcrs as describcd for ball_crtridgcs.
A day's u,orft.-f}re boy ciur makc 2,(XX) cylin_

- 

rUCrs lIt lU ll()UfS.,-ffi ,,f.#,r,:"";,f,ffi ,,.?,n'^Js'
lbr bundling trlanks, even though packaging woukJ ccr-
tainly have nrade hurdling, boxing, counting, etcr. much
easicr. Nc.verlheless, trunclles or packets of blanks do
exist"

I n gctobcr I tt6l., Chicf of Orclnance Ripley dirccted
Lt. Col. I{anrsay. then at lhc Washingl,on Arscnal, l_0

i ncre:ussthe abo ve pgyger-q[ffi-
-ilrerc should bc iur arnplc supply o[ blauk c;u_

.., tridgcs kcpt ou lrrurd at the W;rslringtorr Arsenal. Onc
fr* Lind. crll]lEgullLT5 gmins oi txlwder, wiil sufhcc for

thc various kindsrfl'Fffi$Tu{ rnusket.s i1 t.lre scrvice.ar)

Specitne ns

224. Blank
225. Blank.s

224

Weigltt Diameter

/4

))(

Itrtgth Remarks page 4
l.-]2 Regulatirn con.tlruction.

Slrcllttr:ked buud.le of l0 btanks like S1;ecinterr
/1224. Tbp vieut (rrytcnad) ttnd,sitle,tiew.


