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Qutline:

Mission — Fill an Army of the Potomac cartridge box with authentic ammo.

Facts: During the war, the North_alone produced or acquired over 1 BILLION rounds of small arms
cartridges.
It is estimated that over 7 million small arms rounds total were expended just at Gettysburg,.

Allegheny Arsenal in Pittsburgh, PA

Mostly young women and boys working.

Same day as the battle of Antietam (9/17/1862) — Huge explosion - 78 killed — 54 NEVER identified.
10 hour work days. Supposed to produce 2,000 cartridge tubes a day (800 rounds?)

1855 Cartridge — short powder tube, card cylinder
St. Louis cartridge style — just short powder tube
1861 Cartridge — double tube

.69 Buck and Ball

Blanks 1861 went to 75 grains!

“Fake” authentic blanks... vs. (use cotton balls or TP) (black paper sprayed wisilver paint?)
M1855 Regulation Blank

Williams cleaners? - see discussion in handout!

Bundles - .69's special colors, cord?
Labels — Printed directly on wrapper, mostly disappear by 1862 except St. Louis

Cap tubes — Yellow? Twist on both ends? .54 former per regs.
Supplies -
Paper — painters masking paper, Manual talks of No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3.
String — Barbour's flax sinew or crochet thread, red/white, blue/white
Black, Red, Green, Blue papers — Astrobrights copy paper

Williams (blue, red, buff, white?) .69 Ball — Green wrapper

Trapezoids

Formers
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Two views of what the presenter refers to as “the Pittsburgh Hoard.”

This ammunition crate was found in Pittsburgh in the early 20" century by some construction workers.
While in the process of throwing the cartridges in the fire to get them to “pop” and ripping them open
for the powder, a supervisor secured these last 75 or so cartridges and tubes of caps with the ammo
crate.

It is now on display in the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh, PA in the Allegheny Arsenal exhibit.

[ provide it to show the differences and similarities of cartridges that were in the same crate presumably
and possibly even made by the same worker!!??

You can get a high resolution image by just Googling “Heinz History Center civil war cartridges.”
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Above, the only wooden “bundling block™ that the presenter is aware of still in existence;
from Allegheny Arsenal and preserved by the descendants of the original user, Sarah Millbach.
The paper tubes to the left are also those pictured below and were personally created by vour

presenter in the early 2000's for the Heinz History Center, Allegheny Arsenal exhibit.
ltems are still on exhibit at the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh, PA.







